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Goals for Our Discussion

● Overview of Wisconsin Digital Learning Plan and 

Collaborative Leadership

● Drivers of Equity in Digital Learning

● Digital Learning Opportunities for Rural Districts

● Virtual Learning Time and Innovative Instructional Design

● Collective Feedback



Audience Engagement

Reflect on your own community and district 

needs to identify the barriers to equitable access 

to high quality digital learning experiences, 

resources, infrastructure, and trained educators.



The Wisconsin Vision 

Every Child a Graduate, 
College & Career Ready

 EVERY Student is:
• Academically Prepared
• Socially Competent
• Emotionally Competent

Demonstrated through:
• Knowledge
• Skills
• Habits



Educational Equity

Educational equity 
means that every student 
has access to the 
educational resources 
and rigor they need at 
the right moment in their 
education across race, 
gender, ethnicity, 
language, disability, 
sexual orientation, family 
background and/or family 
income.

https://dpi.wi.gov/statesupt/every-child-graduate



Wisconsin Digital Learning Plan with 
Elements of Future Ready

https://dpi.wi.gov/digital-learning 

New ITL Standards

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/it-literacy-standards

https://dpi.wi.gov/digital-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/it-literacy-standards


Annual DPI Digital Learning Survey

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/ed-tech-survey-results 

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/ed-tech-survey-results


WI Digital Learning Survey 2018-2019

Some key findings from this year’s survey include:
● District use of the Wisconsin Digital Learning Plan increased by almost 12% from the previous year.

● Over 80% of districts statewide are in the process of or already leveraging the Wisconsin Standards for 

Information and Technology Literacy to support the Plan goals of student learning that is equitable, personalized, 

applied, and engaged.

● In one-third of districts, teachers receive 20 hours or less of technology-related professional learning.

● Over 60% of all 6-12 classrooms across the state include a device for every student.

● 148 of 420 schools reported 90-100% of their students have internet access at home, an improvement over the 

previous year.

● 75% of school districts have built wireless networks that are ready to support mobile learning in all of their 

buildings.

● More than half of all Wisconsin districts include computer science in their programs of study.

● Still, less than one in four districts across the state require staff training for data privacy and security.

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/ed-tech-survey-results 

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/ed-tech-survey-results




Three Steps for Planning 

Process for collaborative leadership and shared ownership:

● Investigate - identify the why for instructional 

programming and equity drivers

● Plan - aligning your fund sources

● Implement - sustaining your plan



 Embrace “Equity” of Access by Providing        
Inclusive Learning Opportunities 

“One of the benefits of well-designed interactive programs is that they can 

allow all students to see and explore concepts from different angles  using a 

variety of representation.”

Using Technology to Support At-Risk Students’ Learning

Linda Darling Hammond, et al.

Alliance for Excellence Education

Promoting Excellence for All
Wisconsin DPI

https://edpolicy.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/publications/using-technology-support-risk-students%E2%80%99-learning.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/excforall


Four Pillars of Digital Equity to Address the Second 
Digital Divide

• Digital content accessible by all students

• Device for home use dedicated for educational use

• Internet access in and out of school

• Digital literacy skills (with access to trained educators)

https://cosn.org/digitalequity

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/ed-tech-survey-results  

https://cosn.org/digitalequity
https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/ed-tech-survey-results


Digital Equity in Practice

Approximately 70% of teachers assign homework requiring access to 
broadband. Students need to be able to:

• Submit assignments
• Connecting with teachers and other students through group 

discussion boards, 
• Work on shared documents as part of a group project 
• Do online research for a school paper

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/educational-equity-digital-age 

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/educational-equity-digital-age


Wisconsin Digital Learning Plan with 
Elements of Future Ready

https://dpi.wi.gov/digital-learning 

New ITL Standards

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/it-literacy-standards

https://dpi.wi.gov/digital-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/it-literacy-standards


WI Standards for ITL = Empowered Learners

“The standards are designed to be integrated into the various 
content and skill areas of the school curriculum. The focus is 
on learning with information and technology rather than 
learning about information and technology.”

WI Standards for ITL (2017)

Literature Review - Empowered Learner 
https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/it-literacy-standards/literature-review 

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/it-literacy-standards/literature-review


Information and Technology Literacy (ITL) 
is Foundational 

Every Wisconsin student should have the equitable 
opportunity to learn in digitally enabled classrooms about:
❏ Digital media and information literacy
❏ Digital Citizenship, data privacy and cybersafety
❏ Instructional technology skills that enable students to be College and Career 

ready
❏ Creation, collaboration, communication, and critical thinking skills
❏ Inquiry and design thinking learning opportunities







Integrating the ITL Content Standards (ITL and IPL Crosswalk) into 
your curriculum is a means for enhancing personalized learning and 
providing opportunities for students to develop foundational 
“learner” skills.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z-Fy2_xu1961GuRESBNiA9-7d_mNRi9n/view




Social and Emotional Learning for the 
Digital Age Student

● SEL/Online Safety webpage

○ITL Standards crosswalk

● Focus on perspective, empathy, respect, and compassion

● Understanding about decisions and how they affect others

● Connection between character and safe/healthy online choices

● Empower students to use digital tools while practicing safe and healthy behavior

● Students need to think critically and make choice in face of digital situations

https://dpi.wi.gov/internet-safety/online-safety-social-and-emotional-learning
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tCVebbIxfVCNQYjhpDH8h3b7rdb2djfj/view


Innovate in Wisconsin Public Schools

● Promote authentic and developmentally appropriate learning, 
e.g., play, inquiry, civic engagement. 

● Support online and blended learning with Wisconsin Digital 
Learning Collaborative.

● Support Future Ready leaders to implement the Wisconsin 
Digital Learning Plan.

● Support schools to provide Personalized Learning.
● Provide support  for Virtual Learning Time and the Fostering 

Innovation Guide.
● Administer the application process for Districts of Innovation.

https://www.wiwdlc.org/
https://www.wiwdlc.org/
https://dpi.wi.gov/digital-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/digital-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/personalized-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/cal/virtual-learning-time
https://dpi.wi.gov/news/dpi-connected/fostering-innovation-wisconsin-schools
https://dpi.wi.gov/news/dpi-connected/fostering-innovation-wisconsin-schools
https://dpi.wi.gov/innovation


Innovate with Purpose 

● Adopt the designer mindset
● “Ideate” to impact student outcomes 
● Take a risk and fail forward - model this for your students

● Make equity a goal for every student
● Inspire the next generation to work in an    

interconnected world
● Today’s innovations are tomorrow’s practices



Virtual Learning Time (VLT) 

● District flexibility on innovative instructional design (PI8)
● District readiness and 7 considerations for planning
● Educator professional training
● Family and caregiver engagement components
● Individual student learning needs
● Use cases for virtual learning time related to inclement 

weather, floods, unusual circumstances that close schools

\\\ https://dpi.wi.gov/cal/virtual-learning-time

https://dpi.wi.gov/cal/virtual-learning-time


Course and Access Equity Options

● Wisconsin Digital Learning Collaborative (WDLC)
○ used by over 260 Wisconsin school districts
○ 40,000 course enrollments per semester

● Wisconsin Association of Distance Education - Networks (WADEN)
○ 20+ regional networks
○ Learning experiences beyond brick and mortar classroom walls

● Technology for Educational Achievement (TEACH) (DOA)
● BadgerNet (DOA)

https://sites.google.com/site/wadennetwork/
https://det.wi.gov/Pages/BadgerNet.aspx


Online and Blended Learning Options

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/ed-tech-survey-results/state 

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/ed-tech-survey-results/state


1:1 Implementation Data

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/ed-tech-survey-results/state 

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/ed-tech-survey-results/state


Online and Blended Learning Guide

https://dpi.wi.gov/online-blended-learning 

https://dpi.wi.gov/online-blended-learning


Wisconsin Digital Learning Collaborative 

https://www.wiwdlc.org/ 
Sign up for monthly updates and resource

https://www.wiwdlc.org/


https://www.wiwdlc.org/ 

https://www.wiwdlc.org/


Wisconsin Professional Learning Options

● Wisconsin Digital Learning Plan resources

● WDLC  Blended Learning

● CESA professional learning and networks

● Professional organizations and networks

● Social networks 

● Online and print resources



Future Ready to Support Local Planning Tool Set

● Create your collaborative leadership team
● Leverage the strategic planning and school 

improvement toolset 
● Use the Future Ready 5 Step Planning process
● District Future Ready dashboard for to address 

“opportunity gaps” (dashboard framework, 
funding components and staffing support)

● Use the best practices and innovative ideas 
section

● Date for local ESSA plans

http://dpi.wi.gov/imt/toolset
http://dpi.wi.gov/imt/toolset
http://dashboard.futurereadyschools.org/5steps


Digital Learning Budget Guide

https://dpi.wi.gov/digital-learning/budgeting 

https://dpi.wi.gov/digital-learning/budgeting


Questions



Audience Questions

What is your feedback for our collective DPI team 

present today about the vision and resources to 

support rural school districts?  

What are the top issues for the State 

Superintendent and Department to prioritize?



Digital Learning  Resources

● Wisconsin Digital Learning Plan built on 

elements of Future Ready Schools

○ Leadership Resources

● WI Information and Technology Literacy 

Standards

● Keeping Kids Safe Online: Digital Citizenship

● Wisconsin Digital Learning Collaborative

○ WDLC resource and school district site

● WI DPI Digital Learning Planning Toolset

● Online and Blended Learning

● Personalized Learning

● WI Data Privacy Resources

● ESSA IVA (funding source to support 

personalized learning)

● WI 1:1 District Programming

https://dpi.wi.gov/digital-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/digital-learning/empowering/resources
https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/it-literacy-standards
https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/it-literacy-standards
https://dpi.wi.gov/internet-safety
https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/digital-learning/collaborative
https://www.wiwdlc.org/
https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/toolset
https://dpi.wi.gov/online-blended-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/personalized-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/wise/data-privacy
https://dpi.wi.gov/titleiva
https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/wisconsin-11-program

